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Many people today, in many parts of the world believe that places we live in or visit should have
their own special character, or what we commonly refer to, unique and distinctive place-identity.
There are many theoretical perspectives on what place-identity means and how this quality could
be achieved today, but historically it was the result of the traditional and vernacular methods of
building cities, towns and neighbourhoods. Today, however, this is more diƥcult to achieve due
to many local and global tensions as well as political, social and cultural factors. The lecture introduces some of the key theories that deal with the concept of place-identity, explaining what
it means, and what are the key challenges today for all those involved in studying, designing and
managing urban settings. Through a number of illustrative case studies, drawn from diơerent
parts of the world, the lecture discusses how diơerent groups of professionals as well as ordinary
users shape and co-create diơerent types of place-identity. The nal part of the presentation
opens a discussion on the value of such interventions and conceptualizations and how we could
work collaboratively to create places that are loved and valued by their users.
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